
7 years to 11 years 

Is your child or does your child: What should you do: 

Child is often confused when given whole class and individual 
instructions and has difficulty following and demonstrating 
understanding of stories read aloud.    
    
Child has difficulty following a conversation and  often misinterprets 
meaning.  
 
Child often has difficulty when trying to express himself in a logical 
coherent manner.  
 
Child takes a long time to organise ideas into words and sentences   
 
(Sentences are disjointed and lacking in content, frequently uses words 
like ‘thingy’ ‘it’ ‘that’ ‘there’ rather than being specific; seems to start in 
the middle of a story)      
  

If your child is having 

difficulties following 

instructions speak to 

school they may have 

some advice to help and 

they may want to refer 

them for some 

assessment or advice.   

If your child has has some 

difficulty retelling a story 

speak to your School – 

they may have some good 

ideas to help develop their 

sentences 

Child can be very repetitive and mainly talks about a single topic of 
conversation or constantly jumps from one topic to another without 
appreciating the situation.           
        
    
 
Child has significant difficulty interacting with peers and making friends 
and constantly misinterprets social situations.  

You should ask for your 

child to be referred (or 

contact us to make a 

referral) they may need 

some assessment or help 

with their communication 

skills  

Ask how they are in 

School.  If they are 

concerned then ask them 

to refer you for some 

advice and maybe an 

assessment 

 

Child’s speech is difficult to understand     
        
      
 
 

If other people find it 
difficult to understand 
your child.  It may be 
helpful to refer them for 
an assessment.  We may 
be able to offer some 
advice or therapy to help 
them along. 
 

Child’s sentences are often disrupted by 3 or more repetitions of parts 
of words or short words e.g. “bi-bi-bi-biscuit”,  “can can can can can I 

This is sometimes known 

as Developmental 



 

have”  
 
Child often struggles to get words out e.g. stops and then pushes the 
word out with effort 
 
Child or parents show concern or distress re fluency 
(stammering)  

Dysfluency and can be 

common in young 

children.  Ask your health 

visitor for advice or a 

referral to the service for 

advice.  In the meantime, 

look at (inset helpful 

website link here) for 

more advice 

Child has a persistently hoarse voice or abnormal vocal quality  

Child is reluctant to speak to teachers / peers at school or reluctant  
to speak to adults at home     
   

 


