
 

3 years 7 months – 4 years 6 months 

Your Child should be having some time in nursery.  If you have any concerns about their speech, 

language or communication needs then speak to them.  They may be able to reassure you that 

things are developing as they should or give you some ideas to try at home to help or refer you to 

someone who can give you some expert advice or help.  Don’t worry about this, this is only because 

we all want what’s best for your child. 

See the table on the following pages for more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Is your child or does your child: What should you do: 

Child can easily retell a simple story or event including use of 
grammatical words like “is”,  “the”.   
 

This sounds about right 

for your child’s age.   

If your child has has some 

difficulty retelling a story 

speak to your Nursery, HV 

or Children’s Centre – they 

may have some good 

ideas to help develop their 

sentences 

Child can follow long or more complex instructions with a number of 
steps e.g.  “Put your books away and sit at the table”  
   
 
Child can easily answer who, what, where questions   

If they find it hard to 

follow instructions then 

speak to your Nursery, HV 

or Children’s Centre they 

may recommend some 

things to try or they may 

refer for an assessment 

Child has limited imaginative play or repetitive behaviour, has poor 
social interaction, poor eye contact and/or difficulty maintaining 
conversation on a range of topics. Child cannot take turns in 
conversation    

Ask how they are in 

Nursery.  If they are 

concerned then ask them 

to refer you for some 

advice and maybe an 

assessment 

Child has a very limited vocabulary and / or regular difficulty thinking of 
the right word.  Child over uses non specific words like “that thing”, 
“thingy”,  “it”   

You should ask for your 

child to be referred (or 

contact us to make a 

referral) they may need 

some assessment or help 

with their communication 

skills  

Family and Teachers find the child‘s speech very difficult to understand. 
         
Child does not use t,d,s,f,k,g sounds consistently in words or is using 
unusual sounds in speech e.g. slushy /s/    
  
 

If other people find it 
difficult to understand 
your child.  It may be 
helpful to refer them for 
an assessment.  We may 
be able to offer some 
advice or therapy to help 
them along. 
 
It is too early to refer 
mispronunciations of  ‘r, 
th, l, ch, sh and consonant 



 

blends e.g. stop, blue etc. 
 

Child’s sentences are often disrupted by 3 or more repetitions of parts 
of words or short words e.g. “bi-bi-bi-biscuit”,  “can can can can can I 
have”  
 
Child often struggles to get words out e.g. stops and then pushes the 
word out with effort 
 
Child or parents show concern or distress re fluency 
(stammering)  

This is sometimes known 

as Developmental 

Dysfluency and can be 

common in young 

children.  Ask your health 

visitor for advice or a 

referral to the service for 

advice.  In the meantime, 

look at (inset helpful 

website link here) for 

more advice 

Child has a persistently hoarse voice or abnormal vocal quality  


