
The Elimination of Violence against Women and Girls 

 

Violence against women and girls (VAWG) is the term given to all forms  

of violence and abuse experienced by women and girls and includes  

domestic violence, rape, female genital mutilation, forced marriage and  

sexual harassment. 

 

 

 In the UK in 2012 about 1.2 million women suffered domestic abuse, 85,000 women 

were raped and 400,000 women were sexually assaulted.i  

 In England and Wales 2 women a week are killed by a current or former male 

partner.ii 

 One in four lesbian and bisexual women have experienced domestic violence. 80% 

did not report the incident to the police.iii 

 In 2012/13, 22,654 sexual offences against under-18s were reported to police in 

England and Wales with four out of five cases involving girls. 

 Almost 1 in 3, 16 – 18 year old girls have experienced groping or other unwanted 

sexual touching at school. 

 Teenagers experience high levels of relationship abuse, the 2011/12 Crime Survey 

for England and Wales found that young people aged 16 to 19 were more likely to 

have suffered partner abuse in the last year than any other age range. In 2013 the 

official definition of domestic violence was extended to cover teenage relationship 

abuse. 

 At least 66,000 women in England and Wales have been subject to female genital 

mutilation. 

 In 2013 the Government’s Forced Marriage Unit gave support and advice in 1,302 

possible cases the vast majority being women and girls under 21 years old. 

There has long been a code of silence around violence against women and girls in the UK 

with many victims feeling powerless to speak up for fear of not being believed.  

Though many in the UK may feel that violence against women is a ‘foreign problem 

perpetuated by countries and religions that view females as second class citizens’ it just took 

a look at Twitter and the popular news media through the recent outcry about a certain 

footballer convicted of rape to see that the veneer of respect in the UK can be very thin.  

There have been some positive outcomes for women in the last few weeks: 

 Sheffield United did reverse their decision to allow Ched Evans to train at the club. 

 The new Daniel O’Reilly ITV2 programme featuring the character Dapper Laughs 

was axed following controversy over the comedians outburst at a gig last October 

when he approached a female in the audience and announced ‘she’s gagging for a 

rape’. 

 American ‘pick-up’ artist Julien Blanc was denied entry to the UK, one of his delightful 

pulling techniques involves pushing women’s heads into his groin. 

 

 

 



The 25th November was International Day for the Elimination of Violence 

against Women (White Ribbon Day)and marked the start of 16 days of action  

against gender-based violence leading up to International Human Rights 

Day on 10th December. This is to highlight that violence against women 

is a violation of their human rights and that these rights belong to us all.  

 

The Council of Europe Convention on Preventing Violence against Women came into force 

on 1st August 2014 – the Istanbul Convention as it is known requires states to take specific 

steps to counter all forms of violence against women.  

 

The Trust has several policies to guide, support and advise staff: 

 Domestic Abuse 

 Domestic Violence (Supporting Staff) 

 Female Genital Mutilation 

 Forced Marriage 

 Honour Based Violence 

 Safeguarding Adult 

 Safeguarding Children 

The End Violence Against Women group factsheet for schools provides a lot of information 

on issues such as child sexual abuse and sexual exploitation, domestic violence and teen 

relationship abuse, sexting and online abuse (see the link in the endnotes). 

Lastly it must be remembered that males can also be victims of domestic abuse, for every 

five victims in the UK three will be female and two male, the estimated figure for male victims 

in 2013 was 720,000. Only 10% of male victims are likely to report the abuse to the police or 

health services. 

If you have any concerns or queries please contact your local safeguarding team, 

details can be found on the Trust intranet. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
i
 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/why-we-need-an-international-day-for-the-elimination-of-
violence-against-women-9882346.html 
 
ii
 http://www.endviolenceagainstwomen.org.uk/data/files/resources/68/Factsheet-on-VAWG-for-Schools.pdf 

 
iii
 http://www.stonewall.org.uk/documents/prescription_for_change.pdf 
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