
7th October 2014: 

Northampton wheelchair girl victim of 
'disgraceful' dog attack 
‘A girl in a wheelchair was bitten by a dog which was set on her by two men, police 

have said. One of the men was heard telling the dog: ‘get her’ before the animal 

launched at the girl and bit her arm.’ 

What is Hate Crime? 

Hate crime is defined as ‘a crime that the victim or any other person perceives to be 

motivated by hostility or prejudice towards any aspect of a person’s identity.’  

A hate incident is ‘any incident, that may or may not be a crime, that the victim or any 

other person perceives to be motivated by hostility or prejudice towards any aspect 

of a person’s identity.’ 

There are five strands of hate crime reported by police in the UK:  

 disability 

 gender identity (i.e. transgender) 

 race/ethnicity/nationality 

 faith/religion/belief 

 sexual orientation. 

Example of hate crimes and hate incidents include: 

 physical and verbal attacks and abuse 

 threatening behaviours 

 damage to property 

 cyber bullying 

 abusive texting and hate mail 

 inciting religious, racial or homophobic hate online 

In Merseyside last year there were 1256 reported hate crimes, 81% of which were 

race related, 11% homophobic hate crime and only 5% disability related hate crime. 

Greater Manchester Police statistics for 2013/14 show a total of 190 hate crimes in 

Wigan of which 185 were racially motivated crimes and only 8 were disability related 

hate crimes. 

It is widely believed that hate crime across all five strands are under-reported, the 

December 2013 Home Office report An Overview of Hate Crime in England and 

Wales estimates that only 40% of hate crimes are reported to the police. Disability 

hate crime is particularly under-reported. 



The most common reason for not reporting a hate crime was because the victim 

believed the police would not or could not do much about it. It is also believed that 

reports may not be logged as hate crimes as a result of the victim failing to mention a 

motivating factor when reporting or a police officer failing to identify a motivating 

factor in the crime.  

People may be scared of reporting a hate crime, they may worry that reporting will 

‘out’ them or they may simply find it difficult to access local police stations or other 

reporting methods. 

The effects of hate crime can be long lasting with physical and mental repercussions 

such as feelings of isolation and despair, stress, relationship breakdown, 

sleeplessness and a fear of going out or letting children go out. 

Alternative Sub Culture Hate Crime: 

Following the murder of 20 year old Sophie Lancaster in Bacup, Lancashire in 2007 

Greater Manchester Police also now monitor Alternative Sub-Culture Hate Crime 

and the Sophie Lancaster Foundation is campaigning to have this strand recognised 

in law so that future incidents can be tried and sentenced as a hate crime. In Wigan 

in 2013/14 there were 3 reported cases of Alternative Sub Culture hate crime. 

Mate Crime: 

Mate crime is a particular form of hate crime where vulnerable people with learning 

disabilities are befriended for the purposes of exploitation, this is often financial with 

the ‘friend’ stealing from them but it can also involve abuse, torture and even murder. 

This occurred in the case of Steven Hoskin in 2006 who suffered months of abuse at 

the hands of people he thought were friends before being taken to a viaduct, being 

made to hang from railings by his fingers and then having his hands stamped on 

resulting in him falling 100 feet to his death. 

It is understood by many organisations that mate crime is hugely under-reported and 

that many of the most vulnerable in our society are being exploited and harmed in 

this way. A few resources are listed here: 

 Greater Manchester Police Easy Read Guide to Hate Crime 

 Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities Guide to Staying Safe Online 

and Staying Safe Out and About 

 Warrington Speak Up Say No To Hate Crime leaflet 

 Stop Hate UK offer independent advise and support to anyone affected by 

learning disability hate crime and also provide information on hate crime via a 

BSL signed YouTube clip. 

 Mencap Hate Crime Awareness Week materials 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/society/2010/sep/14/learning-disabilities-mate-crime
http://www.gmp.police.uk/content/WebAttachments/23CF6808F006AF3280257AC60030F864/$File/Dis%20Hate%20Crime%20LEAFLET.pdf
http://www.learningdisabilities.org.uk/publications/safeonline/
http://www.learningdisabilities.org.uk/publications/safeoutandabout/
http://www.warringtonspeakup.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/hate-crime-leafletWeb.pdf
http://www.stophateuk.org/report-learning-disability-hate-crime/
http://www.stophateuk.org/what-is-hate-crime/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/take-action/hate-crime-awareness-week


Halton Speak Out Events: 

Halton Speak Out are holding some events in the next few months. On Friday 14th 

November they are holding an event Say No To Abuse to help people with learning 

disabilities recognise abuse and understand how to report it. On Friday 6th February 

2015 they are holding an event on hate crime and how to recognise and report it and 

advice for people with learning disabilities on staying safe. The group also run short 

sessions on mate crime, staying safe online, speaking up and employment amongst 

other things, more information is available on their website under the Adult Project 

page. If you work in the Widnes or Runcorn area please highlight these events to 

your patients, their families and carers. 

Ways to Report Hate Crime across Bridgewater: 

 Greater Manchester Police (GMP) have a variety of reporting mechanisms for 

hate crime in Wigan, Bolton, Stockport, Tameside and Trafford including on-line 

forms, neighbourhood partnership teams, local reporting centres and through 

their work with True Vision. Information from GMP can also be accessed through 

their audioboo broadcast. 

 

 Cheshire Police’s website provides advice on reporting hate crime in Warrington, 

Widnes and Runcorn including a reporting email address and local reporting 

centres. They also work with the charity True Vision. 

 

 On Merseyside the police and Merseytravel are working with Stop Hate UK, they 

provide a year round 24 hour service for reporting hate crime including by Text 

Relay on 1800108001381625, SMS on 07717989025 and via email. 

Hate crime is rarely a one off so report it. 

Lastly, what about the media and its influence over the public’s perceptions and 

opinions………? Is this hate, does it lead to hate……..? 

Lucy Meadows coroner tells press: 
'shame on you' 
 

Coroner investigating death of transgender teacher who killed herself after being outed 
chastises press for 'ill-informed bigotry' 

 

A coroner told the press "shame on all of you" as he ruled that a primary school teacher had 
killed herself after her gender reassignment became national news. As he closed the inquest, he 
turned to the reporters present and said: "And to you the press, I say shame, shame on all of 
you." 
 

 More information and downloads will be made available on the E&D intranet page. 

http://www.haltonspeakout.co.uk/media/28851/abuse%20flyer.pdf
http://www.haltonspeakout.co.uk/media/28842/hate%20crime%20event.pdf
http://www.haltonspeakout.co.uk/
http://www.gmp.police.uk/content/section.html?readform&s=C4D5E39C4F3817F680257961004019B9
http://www.report-it.org.uk/home
http://audioboom.com/boos/1474862-hate-crime
http://www.cheshire.police.uk/advice--information/hate-crime.aspx
http://www.report-it.org.uk/home
http://www.merseytravel.gov.uk/travelling-around/travelsafe/pages/reporting.aspx
http://www.stophateuk.org/
http://nww.bridgewater.nhs.uk/SubPage.aspx?iPageID=16507

